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                            Activities and Emphases 2009-10

By electronic communication with our commissioners between conferences, and by energetic networking at those conferences, broadening commissioner base of involvement in all levels of NAHRO has been the chief emphasis.  By identifying potential contributions and inviting not only commissioners at large but specific individuals to do specific things, the chances of attracting new leaders have grown—the longtime stalwarts should not be expected to continue carrying the whole load, and new eyes can enhance the NAHRO vision.
42 commissioners registered for the SW Springdale conference last month, and the commissioner meeting (18 in attendance) and training track offered there spoke strongly to the value of their participation.  Since last summer, the SW e-newsletter has featured 

3 commissioner’s corner articles, with more to come; the Monitor continues its space by the same name with quality submissions.  State NAHRO chapters continue to share  reports of their meetings, which in turn informs our planning at all levels.  
Most popular and productive activity among commissioners at all levels seems to remain the sharing of best practices.  NAHRO’s legislative updates as a foundation for advocacy remain key.  The appreciation of more specialized training topics seems, not surprisingly, to vary.  Certification continues, in my observation, to lag (Arkansas is, for SW, the marvelous exception!) due to cost, convenience, and real need—housing is not a career path for volunteer commissioners.  Matters of ethics need better framing and coherence among issuing entities.
