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	On June 22, 2009 HUD announced the opportunity for the public to submit comments in response to a draft proposed Notice of Funding Availability for rental assistance for non-elderly persons with disabilities. This draft NOFA announces the future availability of $30 million in funding for approximately 4,000 Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers (HCV) for non-elderly disabled households. Click here for a complete copy of the draft NOFA. 

These vouchers were appropriated by Congress in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 HUD Budget. Specifically, the Appropriations language states: 

$30,000,000 for incremental vouchers under section 8 of the Act for nonelderly disabled families: Provided , That assistance made available under this paragraph shall continue to remain available for the same population upon turnover: Provided further, That the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development shall make such funding available, notwithstanding section 204 (competition provision) of this title, to entities with demonstrated experience and resources for supportive services. 
The draft NOFA reflects HUD's interpretation of this language. Although it is very detailed, it is important to note that this is only a DRAFT NOFA. HUD is requesting comments addressing the threshold factors used to distribute assistance, whether HUD should establish a more performance-based method for distributing vouchers, and how the State institutional transition program – including federally-funded Money Follows the Person (MFP) demonstration grants – can work effectively with Public Housing Agencies (PHAs) awarded vouchers. Comments are due to HUD by July 13, 2009 . It is possible that the final NOFA to be published later this year may have some significant changes as a result of input from the public. 

The link between HCV and MFP was not required by Congress but rather is a proposed HUD policy to help states and communities reduce unnecessary and inappropriate institutionalization among non-elderly people with disabilities. This initiative to target a portion of new HCV to people living unnecessarily in restrictive settings was suggested to HUD officials by TAC and the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) Housing Task Force in 2008 and again in 2009. The initiative was featured in remarks made by the Obama Administration on June 22, 2009, which was the 10 th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision Olmstead v. L.C.

Click here for a summary of this draft NOFA.

Click here for a complete copy of the Draft NOFA.

Click here to read the press release from the White House.

Click here to read the press release from HUD Secretary Donovan.

Click here to read the letter that HUD Secretary Donovan sent to PHAs to encourage them to adopt waiting list preferences for people transitioning from institutions and nursing homes.

Click here to read the press release from HHS Secretary Sebelius.

Click here for a list of MFP contact people.
	


