SWNAHRO Legislative Committee Meeting

8:00 a.m. –  Saturday, June 27, 2009

St. Louis, Missouri – Annual Conference

The Meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. by Chairman Katie Anderson.  There were 15 individuals present, members and guests.  Excused absences were:  Ken Habetz, Brad Snapp.

A motion was made by Richie Herrington and seconded by Melvin Taylor to adopt the minutes from the January 22, 2009 meeting.  There were no opposing votes
Chairman Anderson reviewed with the committee the discussions held via conference call on May 18 and June 16, 2009.  She also reminded the committee of the monthly scheduled conference calls on the third Tuesday of each month.  Chairman Anderson brought to the committee some discussion from the Steering Committee about budget and cost of the monthly conference calls.  After further discuss it was determined that a conference call would only be called when there was pertient business with the Chairman’s goal being at least every other month.

As a part of the legislative update, the committee discussed the 1020 budget process and noted that markup in the House should be mid July.  The chairman encouraged the committee members to make appointments with their delegates on the home courts during the July 4th recess to discuss the proposed budget and other matters of concern.  Paul Page from Missouri pointed out to the committee that the proposed budget had crossed out segments concerning 400 unit exemption from Asset management and the ability to use CFP funds for operating purposes indicating there were advocating the removal of these two items.  After further discussion, it was determined that these items needed to be brought to the attention of the legislators with the understanding that they should NOT be removed from the bill.  The SEVRA proposed bill was discussed briefly noting that Johnathan Zimmerman from NAHRO is scheduled to attend this meeting and would be offering an update on this topic.

The committee received an update on the Housing America Campaign and the Chairman asked that all members be sure to share what activities are taking place in their states.  It was noted that there is information available on the NAHRO website to offer assistance and the competition details.  

The Congressional District Contact information was discussed and JoAnn Sutton from Kansas agreed to get with Brad Snapp and get their state information forwarded to the Chairman.  Texas members agreed to work on completing their contact information.

The transitional meeting in August was discussed and the committee is planning to participate in the transition.  The Chairman will work with the RSO to set an appropriate time and get the information out to the committee.  

Training topics were discussed and Blake Farris offered the idea that a basic session on communicating with legislators needed to be offered at a near future meeting, possibly the Winter Committee meetings.  PD Vice President Salazar agreed to take this idea to the committee at their meeting later in the day.  It was agreed that SW has capable trainers to provide the training from within.

Tom Barnett offered a resolution for consideration dealing with the language in the appropriations bills.  He proposed that the language be changed to reflect “adequate and necessary funding” instead of reasonable.  The motion was seconded by Dodi Salazar and the resolution was approved with no opposition.  Chairman Anderson agreed to take the resolution to the Executive Committee for consideration and then to the National Committee on behalf of the SW Legislative Committee.  A copy of the resolution is attached for consideration.
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was offered at 9:25 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Katie Anderson, Chairman

RESOLUTION

SWNAHRO LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

WHEREAS,   the language of “full funding” is often seen by our legislators as a “pie in the sky” ask for funding, and

WHEREAS,HUD is pushing for early implementation of asset based management, and 

WHEREAS, to adequately implement and maintain the appropriations of Public Housing Agencies,   now

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the SWNAHRO Legislative Committee asks National NAHRO to ask that the language of “full funding” be discontinued and that the language “adequate and necessary funding” be utilized in future funding requests to Congress.

Respectfully submitted by,
Katie Anderson, Senior Vice President of SWNAHRO

Legislative Chairman

