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For almost two years, I have had the opportunity to work with NM NAHRO Board members who generously volunteer their time and expertise so that we can best serve the affordable housing needs of communities across our state.  During this year’s legislative session, NM housing authorities united to support revisions to regional and municipal housing laws.  In spite of numerous delays, a last minute letter-writing campaign, and members who camped out at the state capitol, our dedication and commitment resulted in revisions to the regional law that allow for expansion of housing related programs and services to rural communities, and revisions to municipal law that synchronize the language in both laws.     
Having achieved this success, NM NAHRO created an Ad Hoc Committee for Revisions to the State Audit Rule to address ongoing audit issues that NM housing authorities experience.  In summary, the NM NAHRO Board supports revisions to the Audit Rule that include reducing the scope of procedures for the audit of a PHA that expends less than $500,000 in a fiscal year;  allowing qualified audit firms based outside of New Mexico to be approved by the State Auditor for the purposes of conducting audits of PHA’s; and supporting the State Auditor’s efforts to hold public entities and audit firms accountable for completing quality audits on a timely basis. 
At this year’s Annual Conference in Ruidoso, NM in April, the training focused on strategies and tools for effective and successful housing solutions.  We also offered reduced registration fees for small PHA’s, which resulted in all but 4 PHA’s sending staff and commissioners to the conference.  NM NAHRO is proud to announce that we awarded four scholarships totaling $2,500 to residents for the first time this year!  We will continue the scholarships so that more residents can make their dreams come true by pursuing a higher education.  We are now planning a fall workshop that will offer a limited number of sessions.
To increase communication with PHA’s across our state, NM NAHRO established a statewide email distribution list so that our PHA’s have availability to current information.  This has been used to forward NAHRO alerts, Washington updates, etc. and was utilized extensively during this year’s NM legislative session to keep everyone up-to-date.
NM NAHRO maintains our key partnership with the HUD Field Office in Albuquerque in order to maintain the knowledge and technical skills necessary to do our jobs as housing authority professionals.  Our Field Office provides training at quarterly workshops, as well as informational monthly conference calls.  The interactive conference calls include reports from NM NAHRO, the Directors of the Field Office and the FHEO office, new PIH notices, PIC and CFP updates, updates from the financial analyst, program analyst, and public housing revitalization specialist, and upcoming training opportunities.  At the most recent 2-day workshop, training included the Davis-Bacon Act, maintenance wage rates, CFP overview, energy audits and physical needs assessments, project planning and budgeting, and procurement policies and procedures.

In closing, it has been an honor and privilege to work with the six other state presidents, the NM NAHRO Executive Board, SW NAHRO, and national NAHRO.  

Respectfully submitted,

Robbie R. Levey
President, NM NAHRO

MISSION STATEMENT

NM Chapter of NAHRO facilitates the professional development of its membership 

and advocates for quality housing programs in our communities.

Website:  www.nm-nahro.org

