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Election of Officers for 2009-2011.  During the May 2009 LHC Legislative Conference in Baton Rouge, the slate of officers was voted into office for the term beginning in October 2009 and ending in September 2011. The slate of officers is as follows:

President





Cindy Martin, Independence Housing Authority

Senior Vice-President




Bobby Simmons, Monroe Housing Authority

Vice-President of Housing



Ricky Dupuis, Mamou Housing Authority

Vice-President of Section 8



Tonya Mabry, Tangipahoa Housing Authority

Vice-President of Professional Development

Kenny Habetz, Crowley Housing Authority

Vice-President of Member Services


Dianne Fontenot, Opelousas Housing Authority

Vice-President of Commissioners


Fred Wesley, New Iberia Housing Authority

Vice-President of CR&D



Morise Duffin, Jr., Baton Rouge Housing Authority

Treasurer





Debra Tate, Calcasieu Parish Housing Authority

Secretary





Sharon Dixson, Union Parish Section 8

In addition, some positions for the Directors at Large positions were filled.  The positions are as follows:

Unexpired Terms beginning October 1, 2009 and ending September 30, 2010 were filled by Sarah Roberts of the Church Point Housing Authority, Vonda Waskom of the Bogalusa Housing Authority, and Marvin Butler of the Slidell Housing Authority.  Unexpired Terms beginning October 1, 2009 and ending September 30, 2011 were filled by Dorothy Charles of the Lake Arthur Housing Authority and Janet Rush of the Natchitoches Housing Authority.

Service Officer’s Contract Renewal.  The service officer’s contract between Housing Solutions Alliance (HSA) and the Council Housing Council was renewed for the period beginning October 1, 2009 and ending September 30, 2011.  LHC appointed a Service Officer’s Evaluation Committee to evaluate the Service Officer.  During the Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2008, the service officer received an outstanding rating by the committee.  The next evaluation is set for period ending September 30, 2009.

Louisiana Housing Council Scholarship Foundation Established.  LHC has established a Scholarship Foundation in order to administer the scholarship program for the council.  The foundation is set to solicit and receive donations on behalf of the council.  The foundation will not replace the Scholarship Committee and the responsibilities of the scholarship committee.  The initial members and officers for the Scholarship Foundation are:

Richard Murray 

Baton Rouge Housing Authority

President

Fred Banks 


Denham Spring Housing Authority

Vice-President

Kelly McFarlain, Sr. 

Eunice Housing Authority


Treasurer

Monica McKinney 

Natchitoches Housing Authority

Secretary

Peggy Steele 


Ouachita Parish Police Jury

Angela Kraemer 

Saint Mary Parish Section 8

Dan Strange 


Housing Solutions Alliance

Sample Executive Director Contract Completed.  The LHC secured legal counsel to assist in the development of a contract between the Executive Director and the Board of Commissioners and Public Housing Authority for its members.  The PHA’s are asked to use this contract as a guide.  State Law allows the HA and the Executive Director to enter into a contract up to five years.

House Bill 168 Passed for Public Housing Authorities in Louisiana.  The LHC membership won a victory in the State of Louisiana Legislature pertaining to the Public Housing Authorities not being deemed a state agency relative to the State Civil Service Department and the 300 leave hour requirements for Executive Directors.  Legal counsel was obtained to make recommendations to the language of the bill.  LHC members testified at various legislative committee meetings in this effort.  Legal counsel also assisted LHC with drafting a sample contract between the Executive Director and the Public Housing Authority.

Conferences, Workshops and Training Sessions.  LHC has held a number of meetings and training sessions for past several months for the membership.  These include the following: 

Type of Conference, Training, Etc.
Trainer



Dates


Location
No.

HQS Certification Training

Nan McKay


January 12-14    
Lafayette
43 

Winter Meeting



LHC



February 9-11

New Orleans
74

Executive Director’s Workshop

NAHRO 


February 17-18  
Lafayette
44 

LHC/HUD Annual Training

HUD New Orleans

April 7-9               
Marksville
175

Nuts & Bolts of Accounting 

Casterline & Associates

April 21-24           
Marksville
39 

Legislative Conference


LHC



May 19-22

Baton Rouge
238

UPCS Training                                   
Nan McKay                         
June 10-11          
Lafayette
49 

Upcoming Conferences, Workshops and Training Sessions.  LHC has initiated a number of workshops for the membership.  Other state pubic housing authorities are welcome to attend.  The workshops include:

Maintenance Workshop

August 19-21, 2009

Lafayette

Annual Fall Conference

September 15-18, 2009
Bossier City

Environmental Reviews.  LHC has been working on this matter for more than a year now.  LHC has met with the New Orleans Field Office and the HUD Central Office to determine the proper process for submission of the environmental reviews to HUD for review and approvals, to no avail.  LHC is currently in the process of working with the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) to determine what is required for the proper submission and approval of the environmental reviews.  It is unclear to our members what the proper submissions and approval processes are for the environmental reviews.  NAHRO has recommended that LHC allows NAHRO to conduct a survey of other state to see what submission requirements are requested.  If necessary, then, LHC can approach HUD about the matter.

Respectfully Submitted

Richard L. Murray

President

Louisiana Housing Council

